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CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MS H.M. BEAZLEY (Victoria Park) [2.50 pm]: I rise to conclude my remarks on the Children and Community 
Services Amendment Bill 2021. My second summary point is that the core of the bill is to achieve continuity and 
stability in a child’s living arrangements and preserve and enhance a child’s relationships with family and other 
people who are significant in their life so long as the child’s safety and wellbeing remains the focus. If anyone 
needs convincing about the superiority of family, community and on-country placement, I urge them to read or 
watch this year’s Curtin University Rob Riley memorial lecture, which was given by Professor Megan Davis, pro 
vice-chancellor Indigenous at the University of New South Wales. It was a privilege to attend this lecture in person 
in my electorate in June. I challenge any naysayer to listen to it and not have their dials moved. 
The majority of amendments in the bill were passed in the Legislative Assembly as part of the Children and 
Community Services Amendment Bill 2019, but they did not pass the other place. My thanks to the Minister for 
Child Protection for prioritising the reading and presentation of this bill and giving it the importance it deserves. 
The bill paves the way to provide essential physical, emotional and spiritual care for some of our most vulnerable 
and dependent people—our children. I look forward to seeing it progress through this Parliament for the protection 
and empowerment of our children. It will allow each of us to do what is necessary to give them the opportunity to be 
safe, to attempt to recover, to maintain essential emotional connections and, hopefully, to thrive. I commend the 
Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2021 to the house. 
MRS L.A. MUNDAY (Dawesville) [2.52 pm]: I rise today in support of the Children and Community Services 
Amendment Bill 2021. I, too, thank Minister McGurk, the Minister for Child Protection, and her staff for all their 
hard work in seeing this bill debated again. 
I would like to share my experiences as a registered paramedic as they relate to the different areas of this bill. In 
my job, I witnessed the raw scenes of children who had been sexually and/or physically assaulted. After being 
called to a home, I would find myself sitting with my young patient on their bed or the floor. Over my 20 years in 
my job, I recall three situations that I attended that involved alleged sexual assaults, during which I was one of the 
crew in whom the child confided. 
When ambulances get calls to attend these jobs, sometimes they are not always what they seem. A fall, abdominal 
pain or a headache sometimes turns out to be far more than we bargained for. As we ask questions and look around 
the house, a child’s answers prick our ears and activate our spider senses. Sometimes the hardest part of the job is 
getting to the truth of the situation; sometimes the truth is hard to find, especially when the parents, grandparents, 
aunties and uncles are there minimising the complaints and comments of the child. Paramedics are very adept at 
redirecting adults out of the room and out of the earshot of a young patient with the idea of asking more direct 
questions about what was really going on. When the young children in these three memorable cases spoke up, it 
became my responsibility to support and reassure them that we would take care of them. I told them how strong and 
courageous they were in sharing their story, especially when it involved family. I would sit with them while they 
spoke to the police at their house or a triage nurse at hospital. Part of me felt a sense of pride that they felt safe enough 
to share their story with me and for their courage to speak out against adults who were meant to be their protectors—
the people who were meant to be their safe people but who failed them. They trusted me, a stranger, albeit a person 
in uniform. They took a chance on me to help make their nightmares stop. 
One thing I remember from those three cases was how the children were worried about what their parents, 
grandparents and everyone else would think. They were worried about everyone else’s reaction and they put 
themselves and their needs last. I was always devastated that a child had been put in that situation—that they had 
been let down by the adults who were meant to protect them. Part of me was selfishly pleased that, as a paramedic, 
I got to hand everything over. I would stay with the child until they were safe with their family or the police or safe 
at hospital and then I got to leave. I would complete my paperwork, hand the events of the night over to the police 
and move on to the next job. I learnt early in my career that it was best to not follow up on jobs because sometimes 
I would not get the results that I had hoped for. The way I dealt with not knowing the results of these jobs was the 
same way that I dealt with not knowing about every hard job I had to live with over the years. I would write my 
own happy ending in which everyone got better and lived happily ever after. Do I live in a fantasy land? I probably 
do, but it got me through 20 years of gut-wrenching jobs. As a side note, I was with the member for Burns Beach 
for the launch of the PTSD Research Foundation Western Australia. I thank him for his efforts in looking into the 
treatment and prevention of post-traumatic stress disorder and, more importantly, for launching the WA research 
platform for PTSD, because prior to that, there was not one in WA. 
I welcome the broadening of the mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse following recommendation 7.3 of the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Although anyone can and should notify 
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the department if they have concerns about the wellbeing of a child, I also believe that the more occupations listed 
as mandatory reporters, the better. I welcome any opportunity that compels a person to report the suspected sexual 
abuse of a child. Possibly the occupation of paramedic could go on this list in the future. In addition to doctors, 
nurses, midwives, police officers, teachers and boarding supervisors, out-of-home care workers, youth justice 
workers, early childhood workers, registered psychologists, school counsellors and ministers of religion will be 
added to the list. Like every member who has spoken before me has said, child safety is, first and foremost, everyone’s 
responsibility. Minister McGurk stated in her second reading address that the government remains resolute in its 
commitment that children’s right to safety and protection from harm is absolutely paramount. 
Another important amendment to the Children and Community Services Act 2004 is royal commission 
recommendation 12.20—that there be consultation between Aboriginal families and an Aboriginal representative 
within a child’s home community about the best interests of the child. Further, if an Aboriginal child cannot be 
placed safely with their family or an Aboriginal person in their home community, subject to the child’s best 
interests, a non-Aboriginal person within the same community will be held in high regard. This is very important, 
because the family of a child who may not be able to provide full-time care for the child could still potentially be 
involved in the child’s life, thereby growing family relationships and promoting language and other culturally 
significant events to help the child maintain their identity and connection to kin. The opportunity for a child to stay 
in their community, even when it is with a non-Aboriginal family, will create self-esteem, emotional strength and 
resilience in that child. 
We know that Aboriginal children are over-represented in our foster care system, so it is inevitable that non-Aboriginal 
foster carers will be utilised to care for these kids. By and large, irrespective of race, marital status and religious 
affiliation, foster carers have the best interests of their foster child at heart. They are a special group who do 
extraordinary work. In my electorate in the Peel region, we have a significant number of foster carers who, on average, 
have five foster children per family household. This does not include those carers who have their own biological 
children. I know of some families who take care of eight kids because they see the importance of trying to keep 
siblings together. As those family members enter care, carers find themselves opening their homes and hearts to 
one more child because they are committed to the idea that family and kinship are everything. 
One amazing group of foster carers in my electorate are non-Aboriginal carers who care for Aboriginal children. 
Mandy and Bill Bishop, Karen Kujawski and Leanne O’Brien came together to build a not-for-profit business called 
the Foster Share Shed. I went to meet them as a member of Parliament. They support 200 carers within and outside 
the region, as far away as Geraldton. They switch clothes, toys, furniture and ideas, and due to their many years 
of experience with fostering children, they give good advice and offer an ear and a shoulder to laugh or cry on 
when days get tough. Because they are looking after children in care, it is highly likely that the children come from 
a trauma-based situation, whether that is sexual or physical trauma, or they just cannot be with their family due to 
drug use. But being removed from their family, these foster children need extra support. 
I have met with Karen on a number of occasions. She is a non-Aboriginal carer with six children, two of her own, 
and four foster children. Three of these four kids are Aboriginal and one is Caucasian. She supports all her children 
by organising meetings with families and works towards the reunification of the child with the family. Karen also 
works hard to promote cultural heritage and connection to family and, when possible, nurtures family outings that 
these three Indigenous children have with extended family. She is the epitome of a success story—which the 
amendment as a result of recommendation 12.20 from the royal commission is created for—that Aboriginal children 
living with non-Aboriginal parents works. 
The members for Mandurah, Murray–Wellington and I made small commitments of $23 450 to the Foster Share Shed 
to help with extensions and a coffee machine so that families in the Peel region and surrounds will benefit from 
the group’s hard work and generosity. This group has now gone on to open an op shop called Promises, where it 
sells donations of clothes, toys and furniture. It is 100 per cent volunteer operated and I know from word on the 
street that these four people are worth their weight in gold. I acknowledge in the chamber today all their hard work 
and the work of their volunteers. 
In closing, it has been an honour on my part as a newly elected member of Parliament to highlight the importance 
of these amendments in the Children and Community Services Bill 2021. Firstly, the increase in the number of 
occupations that will need to mandatorily report and, secondly, that non-Indigenous foster carers such as Karen, 
Mandy, Bill and Leanne are held to the same high standard as Aboriginal families when considering what is best 
for the individual needs of an Aboriginal child. To echo the words of the member for Riverton, those young people 
are the future of our society and we absolutely have to do everything we can to protect them. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 
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